INTRODUCTION
We consider a differential equation f Љ q A z f s 0, 1.1
Ž . Ž .
Ž . where A z is an entire function. Since 1980, the zero-distribution of Ž . solutions of 1.1 has been investigated actively. We shall consider this topic from a geometric point of view, showing that the zero-distribution of Ž . Esf f , where f , f are two linearly independent solutions of 1.1 , is 1 2 1 2 uniform in a sense described below. We shall apply standard notations of w x the Nevanlinna theory; see, e.g., 5, 7 and basic results from the theory of w x complex differential equations, see 8 . In particular, we assume that the Ž . reader is familiar with the proximity function m r, f , the counting func-Ž . Ž . tion N r, f , and the characteristic function T r, f for a meromorphic w x function f ; see 7, p. 4 .
Let now s ) r ) 1, , be real numbers such that 0 F -2 , 0 --, and denote annuli and annular rectangles by 
Ž .
Then E s ϱ.
‫ރ‬ _ D Remark 1. The conclusion of Theorem 1 holds for any two linearly Ž . Ž . w x independent solutions of 1.1 provided A F 1r2, see 11, Theorem 1 .
Remark 2. In some cases, the bridges between the annuli in Theorem 1 may be removed, thus arriving at the situation parallel to the polynomial Ž . case A z above. See Theorem 3 below.
Recently, radial distribution of zeros of solutions of 1.1 has been w x studied, see, e.g., 1, 12, 13, 15 . Assuming 0 F ␣ -␤ -2 , we denote
Ä 4
Moreover, we define the sectorial maximum modulus for an entire function g by
Making use of this we define the sectorial, resp. radial, order of growth as 
Ž . ϱ is true for all nontrivial solutions f of 1.1 . We now prove Ž . THEOREM 2. Let A z be an entire function of finite order, considering Ž . 1.1 .
Ž . Ž . i If
A -ϱ, then the ray arg z s is zero scarce.
0,

Ž . Ž . ii If
A s ϱ, then the ray arg z s is zero rich. 
and let f , f be two linearly independent solutions of
THE SECTORIAL NEVANLINNA THEORY
In order to prove the above results, the sectorial Nevanlinna characterisw x tic will be used, see 5, 10 . To recall these notations, let f be meromor-
Ž . where b s b e are the poles of f z in ⍀ ␣ , ␤ , counting multiplicity.
Ž .
The sectorial order f will be defined as usual by
Ž .
␣␤ log r rªϱ
For basic results corresponding to the usual complex plane version of the w x w x Nevanlinna theory, see 5 . The following lemma, see 9, 15, p. 303 will be decisive:
Ž . r␤ y ␣ y 2 ,and D is an R-set, i.e., a countable union of discs whose radii ha¨e a finite sum. In what follows, we denote, for some z , Ž . In fact, provided we have chosen B ) A , as we may do,
PROOF OF THEOREM 1
Ž . 
and so 
